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FALSTAFF AND HIS TWO LADIES"?

H. Dixon and Son.

Much of the fun of Shakespeare's " Merry Wives of Windsor." concerns the love affairs of the

swashbuckling Sir John Falstaff with Mistress Page and Mistress Ford, and his escape from an

awkward predicament by hiding in a basket of dirty linen.   In this picture Sir John is literally

in the hands of the two ladies, while in the background is seen the famous clothes-basket.

writing changed, and from comedy he
turned to tragedy. " Hamlet " was
written in 1602, " King Lear " in 1607.
All through his life his work ripens and
improves until it reaches heights hither-
to untouched and never since equalled.

In March, 1616, Shakespeare fell ill
of a fever, and on April 2$rd his great
spirit passed.

Thomas Carlyle has said, "The
genius of Shakespeare is more potent
than any other agency in binding
together the scattered members of the
British Empire."

" O Rare Ben Jonson! "

These words are cut in the slab which
lies over the grave of this great poet in
Westminster Abbey. We might easily
fill the whole space allotted to poets in
this volume with records of the great

Elizabethans, and it is difficult to pick
and choose among so many. We can-
not, however, leave out Ben Jonson,
in one of whose plays Shakespeare him-
self acted. Like Shakespeare, he was
both actor and dramatist, and in 1598
Meres wrote of him that he is " our
best for Tragedie."
He was educated at Westminster
School and became a soldier. He
fought in the Low Countries, where he
distinguished himself by killing one of
the enemy in single combat. He mar-
ried, but says of his wife : " She was a
shrew but honest." Once he went
away from her on a visit to a friend
and stayed seven years. He had a duel
with another actor and killed him, for
which he was tried and branded in the
thumb. In 1598 his play, " Every Man
in his Humour/' was produced. This